
Principal’s Message                ​Term 2, Week 6            May 22, 2020 
 

Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou.  

It is wonderful to have so many of our students back to school. It was certainly a strange place to be during Level 3 with only a 
few of us here.  

As a staff, we would like to thank you all for everything you have done to assist in the transition back to classroom learning. 
For those still learning from home, we cannot wait to welcome you back and look forward to seeing your smiling happy faces 
again.  

I have been really impressed with the maturity our students have displayed both during the lockdown weeks as well as now 
we are back at school. For me, it was a time to watch and see whose independence grew, who persisted with challenges and 
the wonderful creativity that came out of your homes as your children engaged in passion projects with their 
parents/caregivers. Our hope is to keep this going, to expand on what we have learnt and seen over the last seven weeks and 
continue the exciting development of the online classroom programmes, just from school.  

I would like to take a moment to acknowledge our wonderful staff who adapted so quickly to online learning. Their 
professionalism and dedication enabled the classrooms to be operating online within twenty-four hours of Level 3 initially 
being announced. We had quietly been preparing for this eventuality in the background, but when it came so quickly they leapt 
into gear and, in my opinion, did a wonderful job. Thank you, team!  

We hope, as I am sure you do, that things will return to normal sooner rather than later. In the meantime, I am enjoying 
catching up with so many of you at the gate in the mornings and afternoons as I record those visiting the school grounds 

Stay safe, stay warm and be kind  

Nga mihi 

Chris Birch  

Principal  
principal@pukehou.school.nz  

 

Seesaw Class  

Did you know? You can keep up with what is going on in your child’s classroom through your seesaw class registration. This 
will continue as classes resume here at school. Stay up to date with what your child is doing by checking their classroom 
accounts.  

 

mailto:principal@pukehou.school.nz


Coronavirus (COVID 19) - Need to know  

I am sure you have all been keeping informed of what is happening around the globe with Coronavirus Pandemic. 
The Ministry of Education is keeping schools up to date with the latest developments. 

We have put in a number of controls to ensure our environment remains as clean and safe as possible. 
You can help at home by ensuring:  
●  You review proper handwashing techniques with your children (20 seconds at least & ensuring hands are dry)  
● You remind your child about proper ‘cough catching’ - cough into the crook of the elbow covering both the nose and the 

mouth  
●  Keep any unwell child home from school​ ​                                                                                         ​Thank you for your support  

What’s Going On Around Our School? 

         

       

 



Notices: 

Cancellations:  ​Due to Coronavirus, Saturday sports events have been postponed until further notice (hopefully 
Term 3), also we are sorry to inform you that the Ngati Whai and Onga 7’s events have been cancelled for 2020 by 
their organisers. The organising committees inform us that they hope to be able to hold these again in 2021.  

Bus:  ​It is wonderful to see Big Bill back on the road with Ross at the wheel. The runs are operating as usual with 
hand sanitiser inside the door to the bus for everyone to use.  

Missing Chickens:  ​We have had a few questions asked about where our chickens are. Mrs O took them home 
during lockdown (thanks Mrs O!) We have decided to leave them at her property as we get back into the swing of 
things to give them some stability. They will return in Term 3. ​Can you help? ​We would love to be able to 
welcome the chickens back to school with a bigger run. We need lengths of 4x2 as well as chicken wire. Anything 
you can provide would be greatly appreciated, as it will keep our costs down.  

 

 House Points: Pukeiti Pukenui Kauhehei Kahuranaki 

Week 6 Totals 1,380 1,720 2,475 2,030 

Term Totals 1,380 1,720 2,475 2,030 

 

 



 

Super heroes!  

 

 


