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As week six comes to a close, we have begun to 
turn our eyes towards Matariki, which links in 
nicely with our unit on Space. However, there will 
be more than just an astrological focus on the 
Matariki cluster. Nationally, the theme this year is 
Matariki mā Puanga which focuses on 
celebrating together. Puanga (or Rigel) rises at 
the same time as Matariki and some iwi use this 
as the marker for the Māori New Year. 
 
We will definitely be taking the time to celebrate 
together. Matariki generally has three themes, 
remembrance, celebrating the present, and 
looking to the future.  
 
At school, in the week leading up to Matariki, 
classes will be preparing for an Activity Day on 
Thursday 19th of June. As part of this, parents and 
whānau are warmly invited to join us for a shared 
lunch to celebrate the present. More information 
will come home next week, but please pencil this 
in. Celebrations will continue into the evening 
with our PWF (Pukehou Whānau and Friends) 
hosting a Matariki Disco. This will finish with a 
reflective walk through the Peace Path, lit by 
lanterns created by our tamariki (always my 
highlight!).  
 
Student conferences in Kererū and Kea in the last 
week of the term will provide an opportunity to 
share progress and achievement while looking to 
the future, setting goals for the remainder of the 
year. 

 He Kōtuku Rerenga Tahi  
A white heron flies but once 

 
While probably not wanting the attention, it is 
important to recognise and celebrate Liz 
Graham who, this King’s Birthday, was made a 
Member of the NZ Order of Merit (MNZM) for 
services to Māori and education. 
 
Pukehou School cherishes the relationship we 
have with Liz and her whānau, formed over 
many years. Her support, guidance and 
leadership as she has nurtured us on our journey 
has been hugely appreciated and we look 
forward to continuing it in the years to come. 
 
Digital Circus & Minecraft Education 
Our Kāhu learners have been working with Matt 
from Digital Circus this term on a challenging 
collaborative project. Their challenge has been 
to develop a scale model of Pukehou School 
and its grounds. This has required team work, 
problem solving and a whole lot of 
measurement!  
 
It has been a pleasure to see it come together. 
And while it is not complete, there is a sneak 
preview below. While the exterior is looking 
great, students will now need to begin 
developing the interiors. Once complete, they 
will need to decide how best to share their mahi 
which is exciting! 

 
 

 



 
Recipe Book Art with Emma 
As you may be aware, our PWF are working 
behind the scenes this year to produce a 
cookbook stacked full of amazing recipes. To 
complement this, our tamariki are enthusiastically 
working with the talented Emma Harker on art to 
accompany the recipes. We’ve been blown 
away by the art produced, and the challenge 
will be deciding which pieces of art to use (I’m 
glad it’s not my decision!!).  

Assembly We hold our assemblies every second 
Wednesday afternoon at 2.15pm. These are an 
opportunity to come together and celebrate our 
tamariki and their learning. Parents and whānau 
are always warmly welcomed. Our next 
assembly on Wednesday 11th June will be 
hosted by Kāhu class, and we’d love to see you 
there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trees, trees, and more trees! 
The Trees 4 Survival 
initiative, supported  by 
the Papanui Catchment 
Group, has started. 
However, there were a 
few hiccoughs! The 
awesome team from 
Sustainable HB came 
down to help construct 
our shade tables, 
however, some parts 
had been lost in transit 
from the supplier. Fingers 

crossed that we can get them up and running 
soon as they have created lots of curiosity and 
discussion with our tamariki. 
 
We also recently received a number of native 
trees from the Paper 4 Trees initiative which 
supplies trees for organisations who recycle 
paper. Our senior students loved getting their 
hands dirty as they planted them along our rear 
boundary fence line. 
 

 
 
Fireballs Aotearoa It was fantastic to have Steve 
Wyn-Harris visit Kāhu class this week and share his 
knowledge around meteorites and his passion 
for finding them!! He shared his story of finding 
Aotearoa NZ’s 10th meteorite Takapō! Steve has 
recently launched a book The Day I Crashed to 
Earth, and more information can be found 
about meteorites in the Fireballs Aotearoa 
website. 

 



 

      

        

 

Sports Reports: 
24 May:   

Fabulous defence from our Kea ladies today! 3-0 to Takapau School, but our girls blocked so well!  
 

 



 
 

13th Grade Intercity Football:  Archer and Jaxon have 
had great games in the last two weeks with Archer 
being named player of the day on the 24th. This 
Saturday the Team vs Napier City at Russell Park @ 
10.30am.  Pop down and support them if you can. 

 


