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Acting Principal Korero 
 

 

Kia ora Whanau 
 

As my 10 weeks as Acting Principal come to an 
end, I want to take a moment to express my 
heartfelt thanks to the entire school community. 
It has been a true privilege to step into this role 
while Rob has been on sabbatical, and I have 
thoroughly enjoyed every moment of the 
journey. 

To our wonderful staff – thank you for your 
unwavering support, professionalism, and the 
passion you bring to your mahi each day. Your 
commitment to the students and to creating a 
positive, nurturing learning environment is 
inspiring, and it has made my role a joy. 

To our students – you have brought energy, 
curiosity, and a great sense of fun to each day. 
Whether in the classroom, on the sports field, or 
at school events, your enthusiasm and kindness 
have made a lasting impression on me. 

And to our wider community and whānau – 
thank you for the warm welcome and ongoing 
support over these past 10 weeks. One of the 
great strengths of our kura is the partnership we 
share with our community, and it has been a 
pleasure to be a part of that during my time 
here. 

I’ve had an incredible experience – full of 
laughter, learning, and connection – and I leave 
with many fond memories. I look forward to 
seeing the continued success of the school and 
know it’s in excellent hands with Rob returning to 
lead. 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Mark Gifkins         Acting Principal 

  
              RIPPA RUGBY TOURNAMENT 

During the last week of last term we had four 
teams of students travel to 'Coronation Park' to 
compete in the annual CHB Rippa Rugby 
Tournament. The students had an absolute blast 
and were able to put the skills they had been 
perfecting during lunch breaks into full use. It was 
wonderful to watch the sleek passing and 
dynamic running as the Pukehou players burst 
down the field scoring try after try. All players 
came back to school full of Pride and 
satisfaction in the successes they had achieved. 
A real competitive spirit flourished that day. 
Below are photographs of students in action as 
well as those who were awarded "Players of the 
Day" medals.  

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 


